VIRTUAL DENTAL SCHOOL ADVISER APPOINTED
An e-learning expert based on the Isle of Lewis has been made a visiting professor at a UK university to help the international development of a virtual dental school.
Frank Rennie, Professor of Sustainable Rural Development at UHI Millennium Institute (UHI), a higher education institution comprising 13 partner colleges and research institutions and a network of over 50 outreach learning centres located throughout the Highlands and Islands of Scotland (including Moray and Perthshire), will help to spread dental healthcare education across the world through fl exible learning.
A pioneer in the use of online education, Professor Rennie is involved in the UK government's £2.3 million IVIDENT (International Virtual Dental School) project which will be launched as UDENTE (Universal Dental E-learning) in May this year. King's College London, where the project is based, has awarded Professor Rennie a visiting professorship, and he is now on the International Advisory Board for UDENTE to advise on global fl exible learning.
'I am delighted to be involved in this exciting initiative which aims to change the way that dental education is presented and delivered to dental practitioners and students. The innovations will provide top quality digital teaching resources, not just for our own students, but for collaborating institutions all around the world,' Professor Rennie said.
Professor Iain Mackie has been appointed as Head of School of Dentistry, The University of Manchester with effect from January 2010.
Professor Mackie is a Consultant in Paediatric Dentistry at the University. A Manchester dental graduate himself, Professor Mackie also holds the post of Director of Undergraduate Dental Education in the School of Dentistry and is the Faculty Academic Lead for Quality Assurance and Enhancement for Teaching and Learning.
His research, directed towards improving the dental care of children who have suffered trauma to their teeth, has made him a national authority on this subject and he has contributed to national guidelines on the management of traumatised teeth in children.
NEW HEAD APPOINTED
Access to dental care for the frail elderly is no better than it was twenty years ago, according to the conclusion of the fi rst evidence review carried out by the Shirley Glasstone Hughes Trust Fund for dental research (SGH) and published for the fi rst time in the BDJ in this issue (see page 119).
The Shirley Glasstone Hughes Trust Fund has commissioned critical appraisals to review the evidence for the top voted for questions submitted by dentists and DCPs on the Primary Care Dentistry Research Forum (www.dentistryresearch.org).
The critical appraisals are published in the form of accessible evidence summaries that are written in an easily digestible format for non-academics who wish to make use of the evidence base.
These new reviews of the research evidence will be published in the BDJ and on the Primary Care Dentistry Research Forum on a regular basis. The fi rst evidence summary published in this edition of the BDJ is on the topic of access to dental care for the frail and elderly.
Practitioners and DCPs are encouraged to log on to the website and submit their individual questions to which they would like to have a conclusive answer. Members of the website then vote on the questions and each month the question with the most votes goes forward to be reviewed.
By July this year a total of nine questions identifi ed by the members of the website will have been reviewed. As a result of carrying out the critical appraisals, it will be possible to identify those topics/questions that have very little or poor evidence currently available. These topics will then form the priority areas for SGH research commissioning.
In the coming months it is anticipated that several priority areas for new research will be identifi ed, and the Trust will commission research on this basis. This ensures that all SGH funded research has been directly identifi ed by those working in practice and that the research commissioned will be of real relevance to primary dental care practice.
Contributions to the website are still needed and clinicians can log on and help decide what further topics are reviewed in order to ensure a practitioner-led research agenda.
For further information or to vote visit the website at www.dentistryresearch.org.
